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and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God. 

In the New Testament, Luke 4:18–20 
teaches us these words: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me be-
cause He has anointed me to proclaim 
the good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim freedom for the pris-
oners—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is not in order. 

Mr. RUSH. And to recover sight to 
the blind, to set the oppressed free. 

I urge all who hear these words to 
heed these lessons. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is no longer recognized. 

* * * 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair will ask the Sergeant at Arms to 
enforce the prohibition on breaches of 
decorum. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair must remind Members that 
clause 5 of rule XVII prohibits the 
wearing of hats in the Chamber when 
the House is in session. The Chair finds 
that the donning of a hood is not con-
sistent with this rule. Members need to 
remove their hoods or leave the floor. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LEWIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, America has the best health care 
system in the world. 

Long before coming to Congress, I 
spent my energy in the life and health 
insurance field. In selling individual 
contracts, I found that questions of 
preexisting conditions and portability 
were a major concern for people buying 
individual health insurance contracts. 

Over the years, I became convinced 
that these two major challenges could 
be solved by breaking down the walls 
between the individual States. This 
would provide a much larger pool of ap-
plicants, thus allowing for a much 
more reasonable base to underwrite the 
cost of covering those preexisting con-
ditions and allowing for more effective 
portability. 
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When we debated how to solve the 
problems affecting our health care sys-
tem 2 years ago, many were warned 
that government would go too far and 
must not be the solution. Our former 
Speaker said, ‘‘We have to pass the bill 
so that you can find out what is in it.’’ 
Well, now we know what is in it, and 
it’s time to speak up. 

Mr. and Mrs. America, do not allow a 
federally mandated program to under-
mine the best health care system in 
the world. Do not allow a Federal man-
date to get between you and your phy-
sician. Do not allow government to un-
dermine your right to choose between 

the great variety of protection avail-
able in the marketplace. Do not allow 
a politically appointed board to ration 
health care in the name of reducing 
costs. Do not allow the Federal Gov-
ernment to take us down the pathway 
to socialized medicine. Do not allow us 
to be dominated by those who would 
have America look more and more like 
Europe. 

So, Mr. and Mrs. America, it’s time 
for all of us to come together. We can 
solve the problems of our existing 
health care system without allowing a 
bunch of unelected bureaucrats getting 
between you and great health care. 

You need to tell Congress to do their 
job—solve the problems without de-
stroying the best health care system in 
the world. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in 
recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dennis Culbreth, First Bap-
tist Church, Jasper, Alabama, offered 
the following prayer: 

Our Heavenly Father, I want to 
thank You so much for the privilege we 
have to pray to You today. You are the 
Creator of all. It is through You that 
we can have hope and we can have 
grace. 

Father, You have blessed our country 
as no other country has been blessed. I 
pray, Lord, that You will never let this 
body forget Your goodness and Your 
mercy to us all. Guide these legislators 
in such a way that Your will is pro-
moted throughout the world. 

Continue to use our country as a bea-
con on the hill. It is because of Your 
mercy our country is a light of hope 
shining in a lost and a dark world. 

Dear Lord, please let us never take 
this freedom for granted. As these rep-
resentatives gather from across the Na-
tion, we ask for Your guidance and for 
Your wisdom as these men and women 
seek to make decisions that affect the 
lives of every American here at home 
and across the world. 

And this I pray in Jesus’ name, amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. REYES) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. REYES led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate agree to the request of 
the House of Representatives that the 
Senate return to the House the bill 
(H.R. 5) ‘‘An Act to improve patient ac-
cess to health care services and provide 
improved medical care by reducing the 
excessive burden the liability system 
places on the health care delivery sys-
tem.’’. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DENNIS 
CULBRETH 

THE SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Alabama is recog-
nized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, it’s 

my honor and my privilege this after-
noon to welcome our guest chaplain, 
Dennis Culbreth, who gave today’s 
opening prayer. 

Dr. Culbreth, as senior pastor, serves 
a congregation of 2,400 at First Baptist 
Church in Jasper, Alabama. Prior to 
his tenure at First Baptist Church in 
Jasper, he served congregations across 
Alabama, Virginia, and Georgia. 

In addition to his service within his 
congregation, Dr. Culbreth has also 
been an active member of the senior 
executive leadership team for the 
North American Mission Board and the 
Virginia Baptist Convention. 

Dr. Culbreth earned his bachelor of 
arts at Samford University, his mas-
ter’s in divinity at the Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, and his 
doctorate at the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

He is a native of Evergreen, Alabama, 
and enjoys spending time with his fam-
ily—his wife, Marybeth, and children 
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